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Application/Control Number: 10/626,091 Page 
Art Unit: 2816 

DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings 
must show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the 
"third transistor 1 ' (claim 6), "the third transistor being an NMOS type" (claim 10) 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter 
should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The informal drawings filed in this application are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. When the application is allowed, applicant will be 
required to submit new formal drawings. 

Claim Objections 
Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 14, last line, after "NMOS", » . - should be added. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because: the clamp circuit 
(104) does not including "a third transistor (113)" as recited. See Fig. 1 . 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
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Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The description of the present invention in claim 1 is indefinite since it fails 
to establish the proper structural and/or functional relationship between the 
recited circuit elements. For example, the limitation "the output of the clamp 
circuit responsively coupled to the input of the delay circuit" is misdescriptive of 
the present invention since such limitation is not seen as recited therein. In order 
to avoid any confusion, Applicant is required to particularly point out how this 
limitation reads on the circuit arrangement of the drawings. The circuit 101 is 
referred as "a delay circuit". However, it is not fully clear how and when does 
"delay" occur. 

Claim 6 calls for "the third transistor" which is not seen in the preferred 
embodiment of the invention. In order to avoid any confusion, Applicant is 
required to particularly point out how this limitation reads on the circuit 
arrangement of the drawings. As disclosed in the Abstract, the third transistor is 
referred to transistor 113. However, Fig. 1 clearly shows the transistor 1 1 3 is a 
part of EEPROM Cell 103. Moreover, the limitation "the gate terminal of the third 
transistor and the gate of the first transistor being coupled to the second node ..." 
(lines 14-15). As clearly show in Fig. 1, the gate terminal of the third transistor 
(113) is connected to RD. 

Claim 10 is similarly rejected as claim 6 regarding "the third transistor''. 
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Claim 15 calls for "further comprising a CMOS monolithic integrated 
circuit" which is not seen in the preferred embodiment of the invention. 
Claims 18 and 21 are similarly rejected as claim 1. 
Claim 19 is similarly rejected as claim 15. 

Claims 2-5, 7-9, 11-14, 16-17, 20, 22-26 are rendered indefinite by the 
deficiencies of claims above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-4, 18, 21-22 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Yach (U.S Patent No. 6,122,205). 

Yach discloses in Fig. 1 a voltage regulator and boosting circuit including: 

a clamp circuit (12, i.e, 22 is a clamping circuit) with an input (26, 32) and 
an output (connected between 24, 28); 

a delay circuit (14 with delay 33) with an input (connected to 34) and an 
output (connected to 38); 

due to indefinite, the limitation "the output of the clamp circuit responsively 
coupled to the input of the delay circuit" has not given sufficient weight to read 
over the reference; 
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the coupled clamp circuit (12) and the delay circuit (14) operable to keep 
voltage to one or a plurality of input nodes (node connected to 40) coupling the 
output of the delay circuit (connected to 38) to a data cell (40, 18, 16) below a 
predetermined threshold as recited in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, the delay circuit (14) and the clamp circuit (12) are 
capable of providing the operation as recited. 

Elements 40, 18, 16 read on a data cell as recited in claim 3. 

The data cell 40, 18, 16 comprises an EEPROM cell (16) as recited in 
claim 4. 

Claims 18, 21-22 are similarly rejected as above claims 1-4. 

The voltage regulator and boosting circuit of Yach is capable of performing 
the method recited in claims 25-26. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 5, 15-17, 19-20 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yach as applied to claims 1,18 and 21 above. 

As stated above, every element of the claimed invention recited in above 
claims can be seen in the circuit of Yach. However, this reference does not show 
the "predetermined voltage threshold is approximately 10 volts" (claim 5); "CMOS 
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monolithic integrated circuit" (claims 15, 19, 23); "... for use in a servo motor 
controller" (claims 16, 20, 24); "... for use in a computer hard drive controller" 
(claim 17). 

Regarding claim 5, although Yach does not expressly state the 
predetermined voltage threshold is approximately 10 volts, this difference is not 
of patentable merit because it is notoriously well known in the art that different 
values for the predetermined voltage threshold can be selected in order to 
produce correspondingly different output values. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
utilize the predetermined voltage threshold is approximately 10 volts in realizing 
the circuit of the Yach reference for the purpose of producing different output 
values when different values of the predetermined voltage threshold is selected. 

Regarding "CMOS monolithic integrated circuit", clearly if designer wish to 
reducing size, reducing cost of manufacture and improving circuit reliability, there 
is well-known way to do such as: a circuit 10 of Yach can be formed on the 
integrated circuit. 

Regarding the limitations "for use in a servo motor controller" or "for use in 
a computer hard drive controller", it is seen to define an intended use. It would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art as routine design expedients 
know that different type of environments can be selected in order to produce 
correspondingly different output values. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to My-Trang N. Ton whose telephone number is 
571-272-1754. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 a.m - 5:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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